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For Whose Hrnrflt?
The resolutions ndoptod yesterday by

the Merchants Association concerning
the ship purchase Mil present squarely
nnd state clenrly the thrre great dnn-Ken- s

Inherent In tluit measure:
L The dancer of Mich legislation ns

a precedent In paternalism;
2. The danger to the future of an

American mercantile marine which
must In any case depend ultimately nn
private cntcrprl.se and management,
and could not operate successfully
either as the partner or us the compet-

itor of the Government;
3. The dancer of crave complications

with the lielllcercnt Powers, leading
probably If nut certainly to a clash with
one or nil of them.

It Is to the last of these three perils
that public attention Is now most gen-erall- y

directed. The extent of the con-

sequences Involved Is becoming apparent
;o the people as the Administration per-

sists In demanding the passage of Its
hip puivlniM' bill.
There N something else not quite so

ipp.ireiit.
Why Is the Administration willing

"to purchase a quarrel." as Senator
Hoot puts It. "with every ship"?

What Is behind this slnlsler proxsal7
For whose benelli or prollt Is the Mi-

llion asked l.i incur the risk of war?
It I mil ii iiiiMrli.n ,f ttutliiiiiil lniji'ii

.aid national courage, but of national
olimioit sense. Is ibciv not war eliollgll

the. world ?

Another Important Killing I'nder the
Autl-Trii- Ijuv.

We lime time and again emphasized
iu these columns the fact that the iolnt
111 the anti-trus- t law upon which all
Interest converges is whether It Is the
organization or the conduct of a cor-
poration that makes It offensive to the
law. The corporation may be Illegal
for both of thee reasons. It may have
been so put together as to Indicate that
It was the detlnlie purpose of Its foun-
ders to make a distinct monopoly; and
also the history of the corporation
since It was. brought Into being may at-

test beyond iosii,lllty of dispute that
the practices and general business con-

duct of Its managers were those of un-

fairness, oppression and tyranny. Hut
asc.s of ibis sort are very few. The

old fashioned oppressive corporate
have disappeared. No great

business In the country Is now run by
boycotts, blacklisting, price cuttings
for the mere purpose of ruining a com-

petitor and other devices of that sort.
ThcM belong exclusively to the history
of liislness In days long since past.
To-aa- the all Important question re-

garding 'lie operation of the auti-triH- t

law Is:
"Given the case of a corporation

which It Is admltied from thu start
represent a merger of two originally
separate companies that were to s.

greater or less extent competitors.
Let It also be conceded that since thn
merger the oieratiou of l be combination
has not only been liiolTeiisho to the
antl-trils- t law bill has been demon-

strated to be hciictMnl to the particu-
lar Industry concerned and to the gen-

eral business of i lie country as weil.
Is the mere fact thai the organization
of the combination Involved the mer-
ger of two previously competing com-

panies a lee i' siillleieiu to bring It un-

der the ban of the untl lrust law?"
Now, we believe we are correct III

slating thai It lias been the uniform
coiileiiliou of the I iovernmeiil of tho
"nlted States, lepreseiued by Its Attor-

ney-Generals, both Democratic and
liepiibllean. that an orgaul.ailmi of tho
kind described Is siiillclent for a prose-

cution of the corporation by the Gov-

ernment authorities. The business In-

terests of ilie country have, on tho other
band, contended that while technically
tho organization of a corporation might
be offensive lu the manner described, In

that It did undoubtedly represent n

merger of tco companies that had been
to n greater or less extent competi-

tors, yet Mie pnrM)i and Intent of tho
new organization and conclusive proof
ns to Its legality or Illegality could
only be ascertained by an examination
of tho conduct and business practices
of the new combination.

In the famous Standard Oil and
American Tobacco cases the Supreme
Oourt gmirpled with this question In

what win thought at the time to be i

dcclflre way. It held that u nicro

prima fncle lllcRfil orsnnlrntlon .

not In Itself conelimtve proof of Illegal-
ity, nnd that n "rulo of reason" nn to
the matter must prevail, that In to My.
one bns-- xl upon n common hciipo nnd
comprehensive, summary of tho entlro
history mil nets of the eorioratlon.

It wn generally mipposed that this
settled the natter so far as the courts
were eoncerurd, hut events have shown
thnt It did n . Iast year the Circuit
Court of the United States for the
Illg'ith district handed down a decision
In the case of the International Har-
vester Company In which It hold, one
of the threo Judges of the court dis-
senting, that the Government view of
the law was the only projier one, nnd nil
that was necessary to innke n corpora-
tion offensive to.the anti-trus- t law was
to have It constituted by merger of
two previously competing trade organi-
zations; and yet since .Innunry 1 the
Circuit Court In what Is commonly
known as the New Jersey dlstrlst has,
lit the case of the Keystone Watch Com-
pany, unanimously held to nn exactly
different view. The Keystone Watch
Company had acquired by legltlmntc
purchase a controlling Interest lu th?
entire watch case making trade In our
country. Hut the court held that this
was In no sense Illegal, nnd that no
matter how large a company might be-

come by growth, after the milliner of
the Keystone Watch Company, It was
not an Illegal combination as long as
Its trade conduct was fair. One of
the business practices of tho Keystone
Watch Company was Indeed objected to;
but the court. In holding that this must
stop. aNo declared that the mere fact
of an Illegal practice In one particular
was not such as to Justify the disso-

lution of the company or combination.
The court In Its decision referred In

detail to the opixislng decision handed
down In tho Harvester case by the
other Circuit Court, and announced Its
disagreement with that decision.

So It seems as 1f the Supreme Court
must travel over again the ground al-

ready traversed In the Standard Oil
nnd American Tobacco cases and once
more settle the law, this time In tho
all Imiiortaut Harvester and Steel Cor-

poration enses, which nre still nwaltlng
the action of our Judicial tribunals.
Wo bine no doubt whatever as to wh.it
the decision of the Supreme Court
will be.

Some Things .Mr. Wilson Does Not

Consider.
I'.ven the members of President Wit

mi.n'h executive family have n,t last
been compelled to recognize the neces-
sity of retrenchment In national

The taxpayers felt the bur-
den of extravagance years ago.

Kitzokh.m.h, chairman of
the House Appropriation!) Committee,
has warned his colleagues of the dan-
ger Into which they were running so
many times that he must be iienna-neiitl- y

lioar.se. livery man lu the land
who takes an Intelligent Interest In tho
affairs of the froverinnent has foreseen
disaster If the waite was not checked;
that K every man except one.

That sole and lonely exception Is the
President. Of all the citizens of tho
nation whov opinion on the subject
is worth having be tibmr has watchf--

with entire complacency the rise of
expenses and the exhaustion of the
Treasury. He It was who when the op-

portunity offered for him formally nnd
cfftvtlvely to urge economy on tin; law-

makers sneerlngly of an amount
of money, lu his own words, "running,
It may be. Into the millions." as "rela-
tively small." Thus he deliberately
discouraged that thrift which alone can
reduce appropriation and gave heart
to every applicant for an nllovvance of
the taxpayers' money who could mus-

ter the courage to say that It was such
a little one.

Moreover, the President, In the face
of a deficit, undeterred by the InqKisl-tlo- n

of a war tax In time of pence, heed-

less of the Impoverishment of citizens
that must seriously affect the originally
unsatisfactory product of tho Income
tax, llrmly exercises the power of his
oillee to compel the embarkation of tho
nation In a commercial enterprise of
the most portentous International

acknowledging In advance
that It may easily prove unprovable,
and cheerfully acquiesces lu the passage
of a river and harbor bill that, like Its
predecessors, Is tilled with Indefensible
projectx that can only further strain
the resources of the country.

It Ih true that while countenancing
and encouraging such oppressive meas
ures, while contributing to the depres-
sion and exhaustion of his fellow citi-

zens. President Wilson loves his fellow
man and enjoys rubbing elbows with
him In tlie crowded market place. At
present this intimate Intercourse with
the objects of his affection Is denied
the occupant of the White House, u

fact which may till him with regret.
Yet from I be eircuuisiuuees of his Iso-

lation he may derive a certain ilegroo
of comfort, for those who enjoy the
privilege he longs for are well aware
that his sentiments toward his fellows
are not notably reciprocated by tho
vast majority of those benighted be-

ings, a regrettable condition of which
lie might bisDine aware were he to
mingle with them at present.

The Developments In Mexico.

Ciiernuvaea, where Provisional Presi-
dent ( Sauza now makes his capllal'iifter
a hasty exit from the city of Mexico,
has changed a good deal, but not lu Its
sun steeped landscapes, since the auior
oils Thiiiy wrote of it that "a more
peaceful spot could scarcely be found
on this Mile of llespcrldcs" ; but for a
rellued literary man like the hlstorla'i
of the llrst battle of Juarez It Is moro
congenial, and of course safer, than the
capital ujNin which the ragged legions
of Oiiiihion are marching. The preced-
ing Provisional President, IIii.alio Civ
mitnrz, now a fugitive, could Hud no
sanctuary In Ciiernavaca because It
was a apallsla stronghold. Pale Is
Milder to the bearded Gahza. whose
favorite weapon Is the pen. If he Is to
be preserved lo write heroics about his
master Vu.n. the rose gardens of Cuer-navae-

although sadly neglected now.
nre the environment for him,

Tho city of Mexico has become only
a placo of call for national Governments

In the new era of reconstruction. Thero
Is no stability about them; they nro
tho most ephemeral of creations. Tho
people have become accustomed to their
entrances and exits, nnd receive tho
tiowconiara with apathy. To Garza
nnd thonpatlsta guerrillas, who hnvo
decamped to their old stronghold lu
Morelos, succeed General Alvahado
OnsM,oN, one of the ablest of the Car-rnnz-

lenders, nnd his fairly well dis-
ciplined troops. The change promises
security and good order for the pres-
ent, but General Oniu.fioM will not be
able to inalnlnln himself unless ho can
retnln his communications with Vera
Cruz nnd obtain reenforceincnts.

The Impression that General Villa
Is losing ground In his campaign
against the Cnrrnnzn following becnuso
he bns not occupied the capital, or
stiported the convention Government
headed by Oaiua, hardly seems to be
warranted. General Villa Is said to be
planning a methodical campaign to
which tho ossesslon of the capital Is
not unvv essential. With his usual en-

ergy he Is organizing and equipping
columns to clear tho country from
Agiinscallentes to tho east const, seize
utrnteglc ixilnts nnd turn the Ciirrnn-r.lsta- s

out of Tainplco. He seems to be
well supplied with funds utid to be
confident of success. A recent ac-

quisition Is "a fleet of neroplanes," to
locate the enemy's tuitions nnd k

them advantageously, he says.
Villa Is the most progressive of tho
Constitutionalist commander. Ills de
liberate preparations may well cause
apprehension among the Cnrmnzlstas.
There seems to bo no doubt that large
shipments of arms and ammunition
nre going over the border. When Villa
Is rendy to strike, a skilfully planned
and vigorous campaign will develop.
If Biioeeuss Is to be assured, Tntrrploo,
Puehln and Vera Cruz must be taken.
The cnpltnl would then fall Into his
hands.

To have some Idea of how things nre
going In Mexico It Is Important to keep
an eye njon the movements of Villa,
who enjoys the prestige of being the
convention's commander In chief.

"Society Children."
Tub Sr.v wishes It could defend th?

newspapers of New York, nnd of the
nation generally, against the Indict-
ment drawn against us by "A

Woman." whose letter we
print elsewhere. We cannot. We agree
heartily with the g wom-
an. We arc even unable to plead not
guilty for ourselves. Our columns have
sinned at times and In places.

It Is a fact that the novvspaiiers do
misuse abominably the words "society,"'
"wealthy," "prominent" and others of
correlated signification. These tnns
have come to mean nothing, save only
when they denote carelessness or Im-

ply tuft hunting. They are In the same
category with "young, beautiful and
expensively (or daintily) apparelled,"
when that familiar formula Is applied
to the female victim of a tragedy. We
strongly suspect that not Infrequently
they appear In print as the product of
siiliconsclous cerebration.

Il.Tpufier ue hope they will disap-
pear from at least one newspaper is
the direct result of a detlnlte process of
conscious cerebration.

It seek to alt but closo entirely the
gates.

The matter Is too fundamental. From
the President's veto mej(ij;r.

No literary teat for President's mes-
sages!

Nothing could exceed Mr. Wilson'h
respect for a political platform when Its
doelaratlnnrt coincide with hts own pn
trlotlc desires.

"Old Itellnble," a .lien owned by Miss
Hlsih DoBniNH of Cnldwell, J., has
laid 3,000 eggs In about thirteen years
since reaching tho age of capacity.
Calculating that tho average cost a
dozen of "Old Itellable's" product hns
been 40 cents, tho yield of her owner,
excluding coat of feed nnd care, has
been $1,200. Every year tho egts
have brought $S2.31, which Is 5 per
cunt. Interest on f 1.S4C.20. Since hena
do not produce eggs forever as princi
pal produces Interest, "Old Unliable"
has never been worth 11,848.20 as Hhei

stood or wan laying, but her value has
been suWi as to provoke the calcula-
tion that 300 bens of equal Industry
and stamina would support a very largo
family In luxury, for their gross con-
tributions In caah would be. M6,135 a
year, which moves one to speculate
why the Insurance of hens would not
bo a profitable business enterprise.

The gain of so many feet a day by
tho Allies In Flanders, when they mako
any gain nt nil, perhaps explains
KlTCHKNKit'H solicitude to enlist the pro-
fessional football players,

Governor Whitman could tell why
Mr. Jkromr whs kicked out of the Tliuw
cn.se, and Mr. Jkiiome could tell why;
and If Thaw eventually goes freo tioins-bod- y

may tell.

Th highly commended nteani roller
operated by tho Republicans In Albany
appears to have too many chief cngl
necrs at present.

"Mother" Jonks liaA decided that
young Mr. HocKKrixtR is not a bur
glar, and Mr. Uocitrnxixn Is going to
look nt labor conditions through her
spectacles for a vvhllo; and In conso-quenc- o

the world will hereafter rovolve
much more smoothly than It has In tho
past.

Tho saloon proprietor who was black
Jacked whlln entering a dairy luncheon
establishment will bo enreftd hereafter
of the ort of places he visits.

In admonishing Mr. Kiimonu Goshs
to write his letter hhort and clearly
one of them was undelivered for cv- -

eral weeks the Urltish censor has
doubtless mndo an Implacable enemy
of an Industrious literary man who has
a very sood opinion of his style.

According to a Vera Cruz despatch,
American aviators in the service of
Governor Caukanza "will purnun the
XapallHta from the railways In an effort
to dlslodRR them from toe mountains "

The VIlllsLas are also to h harried,
This Is obviously tho Invention of a
romantic press arent. No thoughtful
aviator would take the chance of fall-
ing Into the hands of theso patriot.
Shorter shrift could no man Jiavc.

t

THAT AMAZING DECISION.

Another Modification of the Treanry'i
Attitude ItOTCaled.

To tub liDtTon or Tub Hun Sir: Tho
letter to a gentleman of this city from
L. l' Hpcer, Deputy ComnilaMoner of
Internal Hevenue, under "late of August
24, 1914, contains this (toeUrat Ion:

Upon a furlhor consideration ot the que-tl'- n

ot loaaea tha claua In paragraph 1)

or tha Act ot October 3. HIS. reading-"tine-

actually euetalneil ilurlnr the ye.ir.
Incirreil In trada "! Interpreted
to ,nean that loa-- rj actually euatalneil dur-
ing the year a result ot any Ian tut
transaction or tnveatmcnt made for th
purpoae of gain or profit, which gain or
profit would be Income eutijeot to Hie In-

come lax, are, held to be "loMea Incurred
In trade," and tha amount thereof may be
claimed as an allowable deduction, even
though the said loa aroee from Invest-
ments or transactions not connected with
tha regit ar trade, catling, profession or em-

ployment of tha person rendering tha re-

turn. To be an allowable deduction, how-
ever, the loss must be actually sustained
and determined during the lax year for
which the deduction Is sought to be made
and must be the result of an actual, a
completed, a clised transection,

lint T. D. 2,090, Issued under data of
December 14, 1.114, entitled "8nopsls of
rulings on ques'Jons relating to Income
tax Import d bv Section 2 of the Act of
October .1, ItM.I," signed by W. II.

Coinmlaslo acT of Internal Heve-
nue, and nppruv d by W. tl. McAdoo,
Secretary of the Treasury, contains thW
puasage:

The trn "In trade" as ued In the law
and In T. 1). :.005 Is held to mean the trada
or trades lo which tha person making the
return Is engaged, that 1. In which lie has
Invested money otherwise than for the pur-
pose of being employed In Isolated transac-
tions and to which he at lent a
part of his time and attention.

A prson may engage In more than one
trade and may deduct losses Incurr. .1 In all
of them, provided that In each trado the
above requirement are met.

As to losses on stocks, grain, cotton. See .

If these are Incurred by a person engaged
In trade to which the buying or selling of
stocks, Ac. are Incident as a urt of the
business, as by a member of a slock, grain
or rotion esrhange, such losses may be
deducted.

A person can be engiged In more than
one business, but It must bo clearly shown
In such cares that he Is actually a dealer,
or trader, or manufacturer, or whatever
the occupation may be. and Is actually en-

gaged In one or more lln-- s of recognised
bustnessea, before losses can be claimed with
respect to either or more than on line of
business, ana his status a.s such dc.tler must
be clearly established (T. 1. ! noli

Deputy (Tommlajloncr Hpeer Informed
his correspondent that "losses actually
sustain d during the year a a result of
any lawful transaction or Investment
made for the puipoae of gain or prnllt

are held to be 'loteea Incurred
m trade,' " lint hts superiors rulo that
only lueses utalned by actual traders,
not persons Indulging In "Isolate,! trans-
actions," nnv be dtnlui ttl.

Thus the ph)slf!nn who on July t In-

vests 11,000 In stocks, and on September
1 sells them for fUUO, Is guilty of an
"Isolated transaction," and cm claim no
deduction for his loss ; but his broker,
under similar circum-timce- s, may.

This Is tho latest Treasury rullnir, and
Its Incidence will be particularly felt this
year, when tho great losses suffered In
1914 are taken Into account.

An iNVEsTon.
Nr.vv YonK, January 2S.

An Income Tax on Income Not He.
reived.

To the Kuitok or The Sun .sir.- if
1 am not mistaken, a ruling was m.ul
last year permitting an owner of ttocks
and bonds to base his profits and
lowes on an inventory, or "account
of stock," provided ho had been In
tha bablt of do doing heretofore. For
this reaion I consider an honest Inven-
tory should be accepted by the Depart-
ment. I may add that with stock ex-

change secuiltles It would be very simple
and Inexpensive to make "complete and
closed transactions" by selling and Im-

mediately repurchasing ut about tho same
prices the securities which the owner
wishes to vjlue for his own satisfaction
at the close of the year, and perhaps In-

cur the unwarranted and slanderous as-
persion recently cast on cltlzoiu by Mr.
McAdoo.

Allow m also to call your attention to
another "amazing Tullng," namel), that
dividends ihall bo returned ns of the date
of their Jo. laratlon, not of their pay-
ment. I'or example, t'nlnn Pacllle Hall,
road dividend on common stock payable
January. 1915, must be Included In 1914
return as It was declared In the latter
part of 1914.

How absurd to piy a tax for 1914 on
Income not received till 1916! How many
stockholders know the date of declara-
tion, especially In the cases of small com-
panies which do not advertise them7
Moreover, such a return would not agree
with tha taxpayer's personal books. In
cases of dividends declared a month or
even a year tn advance of payment (ns
Delaware and Hudson Company and
Ilethlehem Steel Corporation) tho failure
of the company meanwhile and Its In-

ability to pay dividends declared would
not release thn stockholder from paying
a tax on this Income l").

It would seem that this ruling Is even
moro absuid than the one so clearly and
Justly criticised by you, being utterly
unnecessary, Mid adding one more dim- -

culty to rendering an honest and accu-
rate return. B.

Portland, Me., January 20.

Tho Practice Puder Oilier Laws.
To Til ll KblTon or The HvxPIr;

to corresiioudenco published bv
jou on January 26 in connection with
tho Inconiu tax regulations covering
"losses Incurred In trado," It appears thut
tin August 24, 1914, the Treasury De-

partment ruled thnt losses actually sus-
tained during the year as a result of any
lawful transaction or Investment made
for tho purpose or gain or profit, which
gain or profit would be Incunm subjirt
to the income tax, constltulo allowable
deductions.

I'nder date of December 14, 1314. the
Treasury Department Issued a r.ynopIs
of Its former rulings at the head of which
appears the statement that all rulings or
parts of rulings made before that date
which are In conflict therewith nro re-

voked.
Krom this it bcenis that the Triasury

Department has revoked the ruling of
August 2 4. modifying the former ruling
(T 1. 2.00.'i) with the result that losses
Incurred ,n trade, unless they are losses
Incident to a business, nre not now treated
as nllnwuble deductions.

It Is my understanding that under
former Income tax laws (1S67 nnd 1870)
the Treasury Department ruled that losses
incurred In trade" Included losses such
ns tlioso which nre referred to in the Do
partment's letter of August 24, 1914, and
that under the 1894 law tho Department's
rulings Indicate that such a construction
would have been adopted Tiad the law
been declared constitutional,

Is It not reasonable tn suppose that It
was the Intention of the Congress which
passed the present law to Incorporate the
provision covering losses "Imurred In
trade" with the same meaning as that
which had been given to tho slmllur pro-

visions of the former laws, ami that bad
the Intention been otherwiso a phraseology
different from that of the former laws
would have been used? c. Vr. M

New York, January !.
A Personal Application.

To the Kditor or Tun Hun Wfr.- - I

read with a great deal of interest your
nrtlcle concerning the absurd ruling made
by the Department as to losses incurred
In sneculatlons,

On tho printed blank furnished by the
Department every person Is required to
report all his profits from bonds, stocks
and from nil other sources, ami yet this
astounding ruling refuses to permit losses
from the same sources to be deducted. It

seems tb me Impossible that the courts
wtll sustain this position.

What authority has tho Government to
say that a man shall not engnge In any
other legal pursuit than somo particular
one7 There nre thousands of professional
men nil over tho country who habitually
engage In speculation In stocks, bonds,
cotton, grain, Ac, and they engage In
this because It gives them a chance of
adding to their Incomes without having
personally to give their time to the busi-
ness.

For many years I have done this. Of
course some years 1 have lost, while lu
other years I have mado enormously more
than my entlro professional Income. Por
the last two years I have unfortunately
lost If 1 am not to lr abowed to deduct
my losses for Inst year nnd should be
compelled to report any gains I might
make this year, the law will be rendered
one sided and unequal.

It seems to mn that this decision should
be at once resisted and that the Attorney-G-

eneral should be railed upon for
an opinion. I'ltorxssioNAL,

Jacksonville, Fla., January 26.

SNOBBERY.

.Serious Complaint Against Certain
Canned Phraics In tho Newspapers.
To tub Kmrort or The Hun Sir: I

have enduied without complaint the sllly
and meaningless use by our newspapers
of the word "society" as an adjective to
describe women who so far Indulge their
hospitable Instinct as to entertain their
friends at dinner, the theatre or In the
ballroom. I have writhed In ellcnce when
with this senseless term the sordid word
"wealthy" was coupled. Kven when un-
assuming nnd virtuous ladles ot my ac-

quaintance have suffered the Indignity of
being publicly placarded an "prominent
and wealthy society women" 1 have

my rage.
Hut when tho Innocent children

of respectable parents are labelled "so-
ciety children." I must protest against
this practice of the press, grotesque lu Its
Idiocy, abominable In Its snobbishness and
offensive to ever precept and practice of
good taste and good msnners

IT Uiere ex. sled In this country an olll-cl-

ciste, to which entrance was
by birth, public olllce, governmen-

tal recognition or formal acknowledgment
by some constituted authority, the word
"society" with n capital "8" would have
a clear significance, Hut no such caste
exists. Instead, we associate with those
who please us and who reciprocate that
.Merest. My own experience bns taught
mo that there are here numerous groups
of persons who take their social pleusures
together, Judging their associates by the
congeniality of their dispositions, and

one another without thought of
wealth" or "protnlmnco" or "society."

Yet the newspaper reader would be d

In believing that a sharp line sep-

arated "society" frum the bulk of the
population, and that within this line there
existed grades distinguished by "wealth"
and "prominence," alt suliordluate to some
most prominent, most wealth, most so-

ciety authority
How utterly falc this Is oven n 's

thought will disclose. How lightly
"wealth" and "pnimlncneo" offret the
eholec of companions by those who bear
the press conferred title "society leaders"
the exrerlenee of every person who has
made the sllgh'est effort to satisfy him-el- f

on t1 Is point will show. So why not
drop tho sllty custom of wasting good
white paper and black ink on tlieee mean-ngle- s

words?
Particularly, the children: whv should

they not bo protected Hirilnst this de-

grading form of tuft hunting, in the hoie
that another generation shall not see the
creation here of a snolwracy bullded on
tho stupid fawning of the present?

A n no Woman.
New York. January 2S.

THE FIVE DOLLAR MAN.

Kven Henry Kurd Can't Take Away
Gold's I.xchunge A alue.

To the Kpitor or The Sun Sir.- - If
the man who mad,, walking a pleasure
were able to pay lli a day to every man,
woman nnd child In these United States
without bccom.ni; Insolvent, his dolne so
would not affect tho average purchasing
power of 13 at all, for that Is based on
the market for gold metal.

Tha purchasing power would simply
lie transferred from Mr. I"ord to his em- -
plnee. Which would use It more wisely?

If In addition to paying !; a day lie
o directed tbo lalwr of each man, woman

and child as to mako It worth J.' a day.
and I understand this Is a coordinate pn-- i

of his plan, then the wealth of the na
tion would be greatly Increased.

Salem, Mass., January 27. F. 8. T.

Further Observations on the Kffect of
a General Minimum Wage.

To the UDiTon or The Sun fir: Mr.
J. Itcmsby Johnson of Haltlmoro seems to
have bit the nail on the head In hta let-
ter In THE St'N of y entitled "What
Would Five Dollars He Worth?"

There is not much use of Industrial
concerns Increasing 10 per cent. If
the cost or living Is going to Increase 50
I.tr cent.

It would look like pouring 10 per cent.
Into tho bunghole of a barrel and letting
ao per cenL run out or the bpigot.

Charles Watson.
New Tork, January 28.

The Chancellor and tho l'lg.
To the KoiTon or The Scn Sir.- - Chan

cellor von Hethmann-ltollweg'- s urgument
with respect to Ilelglum reminds me of
that of tho young lawyer defending his
first client, who was charged with steal-
ing his neighbor's pig,

In his opening for the defence tho law- -
er announced that he would show (1)

that bis client had bought the pig, (2)
that the complainant had given his client
the pig, (3) that the complainant's pig
nan wanucreu inio nis client s yard and
could not permanently be dislodged, and
14) that tho complainant never bad a hIk
nt all. On any and all these grounds he
confidently demanded his client's acquit
tal Anpiiew 1'roct.

New Yontc, January 27.

The Two Sides of the Hyphen.
To the F.iutor or The Sun Sir: All

praise to The Hun for the admirable edl.
toriai ".vmerika uoner Alios. Theie
cannot be too mueh publicity given to
such broad minded patriotic sentiments.
It makes salutary reading for our many
valued hyphenated citizens of every na-

tionality who have accepted the protec-
tion of the American flag and must be
Impressed with the fact that liberty does
not give them license to Ignore on which
sldo of the hyphen their duty and their
loj ally lie. U C.

(ILKN Hipoe, N. J., January 28.

In Hie Newspaper Hootn at the Public
Library.

With travel stained feet
Sun. Is the tonrsome youth

One hour long
In the library 'booth,

nruillng, homesick,
All the while

Over a Mesa6d
Newspaper file.

Homely old paper,
Ijooks tu me

Tlanal and I rite.
It seems to be,

Hut watch his eyes scan It,
Up and down,

tliesscd nl.1 paper
From the blessed boms town,

Type Is shabby,
And Ink Is poor.

Has a colored supplement
For a lurei

(Ives advice lo girls
And hints on dress,

Sierra new married couples
Tn happiness)

Vet In the irlte sheet
A vista lies

Of the Fomswhere Else
Tn trinse homesick eyes,

Of the Vomewhern Htae
With Its memories sweet

To the lonesome youth
With ths travrl stained feet.

tl. R HisxiNi,

THE SHIP PURCHASE BILL, i

The Government, llargaln Hunter In
Second Hnnd Contraband Vessels,

To tub EuiTon or The Hun Sir:
Aside from International law, which
may or may not prevent the gencrnl
uso In trado of vessels purchased by
n neutral country from a belligerent:

In the present strcts will tho United
Htntrw appear nt Its best In the pro-ls.sa-

ro!o of bargain hunter of second
hand merchant vessels?

Will ithe moral obligation Implied In
getting something for comparatively
nothing help our neutrality cause? Ooe.s
not the need of maintaining that cnuso
and tho dlltlcultlrs attending II mako
necessary tho laying asldo of every
weight?

Will the proposed merchant fleet,
after necessary repairs lilting It for
general uso of American trade, bo

worth the outlay, granted of couru
thnt wo would not tuko the advantage
arising from tho Internment ,of vessels
of a belligerent nation?

Aro those principles American which
accept Indirectly through operations of
an Imperial Government private prop-
erty und convert It tbroupli our Gov-
ernment ownership Into a possible. If
not likely. Government monopoly?

Will the contentions which must
arise from the sailing of United States
Government owned vessels In trade
with foreign lands, more closely allied
with the Old World nt war than with
the New World, help the general situa-
tion?

Wilt suspicions, Just or unjust, which
will Inevitably attend the purchase and
use of Interned vessels by utm L'nlted
States tend to placo Uncle S'am in the
coveted position of n peacemaker when
opportunity offers?

Will thn precedent Involved, If estab-
lished und maintained by dlic United
States, bo always working In our In-

terest among nations which have
within past years undergnno vital
changes, nations which may rtbange
ngaJn In their relations not only to
eflh other but to our own country?

Without the barnacles of controversy
attached to a Government owned
marine to weigh down, will not the
United States be In a stronger position
to maintain effectually with all the
world those principles of government
and eclf-rontr- which under Providence
have made It great?

Did the International law for the
interning of silps contemplate the pur
chase of thow shlpa by the neutral nn- -
tlon In which they were interned?

These questions ore respectfully sub-
mitted to Congressional represerctatlvea
at Washington. Questioner..

ScHENECTAtir, January 28.

KING ALBERT'S COURSE.

Tho Future Alone Can Justify or Con-

demn Ills Conduct.
To the KniToi: or The Hvs- - SIr; In

considering whether King Albert was
fully Justltled in Involving his country In
a war which, an he ought to have known,
would mean suro ruin for bis subjects, we
should not underestimate the value ol
upholding the honor of a nation, nor
aihould wo go so far as to let women and
children surfer, the-- nan b killed In bat-
tle, and all the fruit of years of bard
labor bo destroyed. Just for the sake ol
naLonat honor, which might after all have
bten better preserved If Belgium hud con-
sented to Germany's, demand.

Ilelglum y Is a devastated coun-
try with a very gloomy outlook. Of
course, only fututc yearn will show the
very reasons thnt were behind all those
far reaching actions, but something
extraordinary will have to bo shown to
Justify King Albert's decision to heap
untold misery upon Ilelglum.

II. DEfl'E.
New York, January 28.

.Mr. Frank Harris und Ills Lectures.
To the Kditor or The Sun Mr: I

fear that the forthcoming .series of artl-clo- .s

from the pen ot Mr. Frank Harris
which are advertised for future Issues
of Tun Sun will not add to Its reputation
for being "so," If they arc ns vindictive
In tone and misleading In matter us his
lecture on Sunday night would lead us
to expect.

It may be. as Mr. Harris says, thut
Americans do not sympathize with Ger-
many because they do not speak German.
I would have more faith In his reason-
ing If he did not try In thn next breath
to prove that the Kngllsh nre narrow and
antiquated In their Ideas becuuse they
live on an Island. Tho answer to that
Is that mostly the whole civilized world
sympathises with the Allies (of which
the Kngilsb are a part), and yet few of
them live on that Island.

llesldes, It would seem that thn cause
of Irritation to i,ermany during the past
six months has not been that the F.ngllsh
live on an Island, but that they won't
stay on It! Why Mr. Hnrrls should alto
be so peevish does not appear.

Furthermore, It does not need a knowl-
edge of tho German language to know
that Mr. Harris's comparison of the fran-
chise of Kngland with that of Germany
Is very mlfleadlng. The Prussian fran-
chise is notoriously discriminating against
the poor man, tbo voters being divided
Into three classes according to a prop-
erty qualification! tfee combined votes
of the few In the two upper classes al-
ways being sufficient, under their law. lo
outnumber the one man one vote of the
far moio numerous poor rkiss.

Neither docs any American need to
speak German to Know that "the perfect
state" aiHitbcoslzcd by Mr, Harris is, in
Germany, a paternalism mnro obnoxious
to real lovers of freedom than all the
corruption and inefucleney which up to
date can with more or less truth bo
charged against republics and constitu-
tional monarchies.

Mr. Harris Is snmothtng more than ri-

diculous He Is a crude nnd suspicious
excrescence on a very natural and un-
derstandable body of German thought nnd
sentiment. Mns. II.

Great Kims, S I.. January 28.

The Trnly 'eutral Paper Dlsemered.
To the KniToii or The Sun Nir: At

a club yesterday I met Major Schwarz-hro- d

(not his name), formerly of tho Cler.
man army, and asked him this question
with earnestness and sincerity:

"Major, 1 have rend a number of
papers and can't find one that I regard
as neutral : can't yon recommend one thnt
Is fair nnd squnre and given one the news
as it happens?"

The Major looked mo direct In the eye
nnd with the air of av benign father ro.
plied:

"The Sfnafs-Zstfutt;- 7.0I.ON0.
Sciianton, Pa., January 2s.

More .Modest.
Knleker Does he hitch his wagon to a

star?
llocker No, he hitches his sled to a

wagon

Instance.
Great sli will not hrlng gladness

Does It not come to pass
An Iceberg makes less tinkle

Than rlecea In a class?

WAGNER TETRALOGY

AT

"Dus Given With
at

Special Matinee.

A GOOD I,M,i;

The annual performance of "It, p, nr
des Nlbclungen" Vg.in at the Metrnpi.
tan Opera House eslcrda) afierr ,n,
when "Das Ithelngold" bad Its g.
yeurly representation. It Is Mift.rt., re.
that the Nlbelung series cannot lie gHea
with somo continuity. The sep.tra' n f
the consecutive drnnue by a we ' s
tcrvat each time defeats Wagne i r.
poses nnd destros his Illusions Hul
Metropolitan Is afflicted tiy eotnljt .,

which cannot easily be removed In f t
the operation would be fatal, llen. e we
bear "Das Ithelngold" but on.e n ,

winter, while repetitions of the of er
three dramas arc rcattered through a
procession of "Aldas," "farm M

nons" and their kindred.
In such clreumstancts it is -- , , ,y

creditable to the persons roi.eerne I n
the preparation of the "King" perfoi.
malices that "Das Ithelngold" slioud is
glxin so admirably ns It was
Tho defects were few und did not sr(.
ously mar the perforniatiee. The e wja
too much nolee during I tic coura, r t
chango from tho llrst scene to Fie sr.
ond. However, .there nearly alware j.
and It vvaH nt this point that t,gtiT
elected lo write sonic of his gentlest a- d
most transparent orehest.at'.on.

There, may bo eonie dirrercners or op i.
Ion as In tho employment of steam to
hide tho supposedly magical llappcjrs
anecs of Albcrlvh In the second n
but there cannot bo any question that t'i
moment ho has accomplished his

tho ute.ini should he shut off.
Tills was not nlways tho case yesterday.
Naturally tho rainbow In the nnal scene
showed signs of uncertainty when first
exhibited; It always does something
erratic. Furthermore It thrust Its glori-
fied span across the valley of the Klilne
while yet the Slebengcblrgo were wrapp.'d
lu tbo black gloom of a thunder storm.
It takes sunlight to make a rainbow in
most countries.

Asldo form these Items the scenlo garb
ot the difficult music drama was ex-

cellent and the lighting effects were wall
tnanaged. Tho stage management was
such that the action of toe piay moved
with smoothness and the series of p
Hires devised by Wagner bad all tn
Illusory ntmosphero attainable In the th--

re.
.Seldom too has the prologue had t . h

a well balanced oust. Among the prin-
cipal roles only Mr. Sembach's .oj;e was
new, nnd Its discovery was one of the

elements of tho representation,
To achieve n large measure of sticce-- s

on the stago which has known the two
greatest I,ityrn of tho world, those of
llelnrleh Vogl and Krnest Van Dy.'i is
llttlo short of u triumph. Mr. O'embach's
Impersonation will certainly not tt s
rank with either of those mentioned, i it
It mast not be excluded from their
glon of artistic endeavor.

Intelligent grasp of the significance o'
the part, no small measure of the pi .

tlclty essential to the fusion of bis p
sonallty with that of the elusive .1

sinuous spirit of fire, a tolerably mof'ls
face capable of publishing mm h v. he
keen and rapid thinking of the char.ir'er
and pose.s and gestures, conventional to
the rolo Indeed, but skilfully emplo d

united with Judgment In the use o, loi ,il

qualities nnd craft In the declamation
of the dialogue. Let It be added that M

Sembacll also Imparted to Lope's Ij
passages higher musical value than
Impersonators of this part usually give

Tho comparatively extended record of
the tenor's Impersonation Is given for fie
Kood reason that with an Ineompete
.ojie any performance of "Das Ithe

gold." perfect In all other respects, n i
fall. I.oge Is tbo ileus ex m.ichlna of ih s
drama, the master hand w belli pulls h
strings of fate attached to the helpls
gods. He must always convey the Illu-

sion of Intellectual domination of tho
scene.

All the other important parts were
well done. The memory lingers w'th
delight over thn tragic Intensity of Mr
Oorltz's Alberlch, the never falling run
nlng of Mr. ttelss's exposition of tho craft
and cowardice of .Vlinc, the solid streiurh
of Mr. Itraun's ICofnn, the musical beautv
of Mme. Matzenauer's Frlrka, the clear
and firm outlines of Mr. ttuysdael's Faf-tier- ,

nnd the dignity of Mme. Ober"s KrttVi.

The three Ithltio maidens, too. were ad-

mirable. They were Miss Sparkes, Miss
Sehuninnn and Mme. Ober. To complete
the record, Mr. Middleton was t' e Mii-nr-

Mr. Althouse the Freili, Mr Wither-spoo-

tho Fasolt and Miss Curtis the
Frriu.

Mr. Hertz, who was received with lorg
continued applause, conducted the work.
At no recent performance under his baton
has there been such a nice adjustment ot
tho balance of tone. Tho brilliancy and
pictorial significance of the score wer
brought out without any obscuration of

the vocal paits, and the tempi were such
as to give to each sceno clearness and
dcfinltencss together with appropriate
movement. The orchestra pUed with
beauty of tone and finish of technic
The audience crowded the bouse and l.irgs
numbers stood through the one long act
of which the work consists. Thus the
presentation of tho "Hlng" series began
with artistic success nnd abundant public.

Interest.

CONCERT.

French mill (Jrrninn Sours Given t
Sirs, nnrtlelt'a Home.

A concert under the nusplces of tne.
New York State Asjoclatlon Opposed o

Woman Suffrage wns held last ev. n nc
nt the home of Mrs. W Allen II.i" '
40 West Hlxty-eevcnt- h stieet Mr- - t' "I
SUwart Klllot sang French and tienv.ia
songs and George Halprln, pianist, pl.cel

I compositions of Chopin nnd Liszt
.Somo of ihoso present weie M - "

Aymar Sands, Mrs. John Ames M'.h.'l
Mts. Henry Scllgtnin. Mrs F - r
Scott. Mrs. IMvvanl W Ha U.ui " '
Clinton Gilbert. Mrs. itbur Ml"
and .Mrs, Lucttn II. Tyng

I'liul Drnper'a llreltul.
Paul Draper, tenor, gavp ibr 1

last In a series of lieder
terday afternoon at the Lite r
He had a good sized midlc fc

seemed to much enjoy Iv- - e "'
Mr. Draper sang with cup.
taste live songs bv tt.uii. "Fiolu )

(with flute obligate). "Todessm e
"Hist Du Hcl Mir." "WeiliuaclitH r l" .

"Ich Will Ah Den lllnimel Pcuke
oboe obllgnto). Other songs
by MoilMSorgskl, thu "Lieder on I

ilea Todtn" and six of Schumam
Included "Der Knnbe m:t drm w

bom" nnd "Per Huirint '

BIO TRY FOR STEVENS TO-DA-

Worliera Will Attempt (o Complete

1'nnd by I I'. M.
Tho volunteer workers tn the Stevens

institute of Technology campaign re-

ported H,f!25 at yesterday's luncheon at
thn Machinery Club, which marie "'
grand total 11,191,00.'. Included n e

day's report was a contribution of $

from the John A. Hoebllng & Sons -- t
pany of 121 Liberty street

Chairman Walter Klddo urged
workern to do tliolr utmost tn cotit i

tho fund by 1 o'clock this afternoon Wien
tho volunteers nre to meet ssaln tni
Machinery Club.

l s j riwn..iA..! sfiHfja t "'T'"'iMm- -

7
BEGUN OPERA

Wioingolu"'
Excellent Kiisnmlile
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